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Course Description: 
In this speaking and writing course, students survey a broad range of rhetorical modes, learning the critical 
thinking required by each type as well as the compositional conventions required to advance that thinking. 
Argumentation, exposition, and narration are studied so that students can compose and deliver ideas of their 
own flexibly to a variety of audiences.  Students will encounter literature and literary nonfiction for 
inspiration--those that broaden and deepen their understanding of modern, global concerns.  They will also 
read texts worthy of imitation--those that communicate complex ideas with both clarity and artistry. 

 Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

Priority Standards: 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

SL.9-10.4: Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to 
purpose, audience, and task. 

SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to 
purpose, audience, and task. 

W.9-10.3d: Use precise words and phrases, telling 
details, and sensory language to convey a vivid 
picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or 
characters. 

W.9-10.1a Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish 
the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that establishes clear 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

W.9-10.2a: Introduce a topic; organize complex 
ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

W.9-10.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are 
writing. 

W.9-10.1b: Develop claim(s) and counterclaims 
fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing 
out the strengths and limitations of both in a 

RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or 
cultural experience reflected in a work of literature 
from outside the United States, drawing on a wide 

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/english/eng-211-212-english-ii


manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level and concerns. 

reading of world literature. 

 RI.9-10.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious 
reasoning. 

Grading Categories 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

PRODUCTS 50 
PROGRESS 35 
PROCESS 15 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 
60- F 
Grades are available via the eSchool Home Access Center

Materials Needed:  You are expected to have these materials every day. 
● Chromebook (fully charged for the day) 
● SSR book 
● Notebook 
● Folder or binder 
● Pencil and pen 
● Student Planner 

Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy::  
Process / Participation, Practice, Homework Assignments 

1. Late assignments in this category will be accepted within one week of teacher entry into 

eSchool. Students wishing to make up work in this area must do so by attending a 

make-up session with the teacher or another accepted adult to recoup credit at the 

teacher's discretion. Failure to make up work in this fashion will result in a grade of 0.  

Progress / Formative Assessments: Quizzes, Writing Assignments, Projects, Etc.  

1. Late assignments in this category will be accepted on any day before the date of the 

current unit's assessment. Late submissions will receive a  penalty of one letter grade per 

day, but no complete, submitted work will receive less than a 50%. Assignments not 

submitted in this category before the date of the current unit's assessment will be scored 

as 0.  

http://sys.leyden212.org/lhac/?page=login


2. Assignments submitted more than one week past deadline will not be eligible for revision or 

recovery. 

Products / Summative Assessments: Tests, Essays, Writing Assignments, Projects, Etc.  

1. Late assignments in this category will be accepted for credit if they are submitted by the 

end of the following unit.  Assignments not submitted in this category by the end of the 

following unit will be scored as 0. Late submissions will receive a penalty of one letter grade 

per day, but no complete submission will earn lower than 50%. Late submissions will have 

the same opportunities for revision and grade improvement as those submitted on 

time--before revising any product, you will be required to attend a conference with me or 

the writing center.  

NOTE:  

➢ It is your responsibility to retrieve, complete, and turn in your assignments (posted on the 

calendar).  If you have any questions regarding the homework or missed class days, you may 

see me during periods 0 or 11.  In the case of a pre-arranged absence, see me in advance to get 

the work you will miss.  When submitting work after an absence, please write “absent” at the 

top of the page.  

Other information: 
Arriving Tardy:  The school policy will be followed.  Students will be considered tardy if 
they are not in the classroom when the music/bell stops (please be in your assigned seat as 
soon as you enter the classroom).  If a student has a pass, please give it to me when he/she 
enters the classroom.  

Absences:  The school policy will be followed.  Please talk to me about what you missed 
before or after school, NOT during class.  Students will have one day per day of absence to make 
up these assignments. 

Participation:  Participation is a vital part of your grade in this class.  I will expect that you 
play an active role in the classroom.  In groups, and as a whole class, we will have 
discussions that require listening and participating by each and every member.  Appropriate 
interaction and behavior will also affect your grade.  

Bathroom Use:  You must use the appropriate Hall Pass (no exceptions).  Only ask to use 
the bathroom during appropriate times (not when I’m addressing the entire class).  

Plagiarism:  You are responsible for understanding accepted definitions of plagiarism (see 
Leyden website) before the first assignment is due.  Please note that plagiarism need not be 



intentional to have serious negative effects on your academic standing.  Misrepresentation 
of another’s work as your own will earn you a zero on that assignment and a phone call 
home. 

Course Policies:  
1. You may not leave the classroom during SSR.  You may not return, renew, or pay 

fines at the Media Center during this time.  If you finish your SSR book, you are to 
get a new one on your own time.  You may not go to your locker or the bathroom. 

2. If you do not have and SSR book, you will read from your Chromebook from the 
elibrary.  Your grade will be affected for not being prepared.  

3. No food in my classroom (this includes candy).  You may have something to drink as 
long as it has a lid on it.  

4. Do NOT sell any candy or other fundraising objects during my class. 
5. NO CELL PHONE!  You must have your cell phone turned off and put away.  You may 

not use it during the school day.  
6. Please keep your Chromebook lids down until I instruct you to open up your 

Chromebooks.  

Classroom Rules:  
Respect is the main expectation in this classroom.  Your classmates and I deserve your 
respect and you deserve ours.  In addition, all rules/policies of West Leyden High School 
apply in this classroom and will be enforced.  

 

 

 


